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gustine Phillippes, John Hemings, Henrie Condel,
William Sly, Robert Armin, Richard Cowly, and the
rest of their associates, freely to use and exercise the
art and faculty of playing comedies, tragedies, histo-
ries, interludes, morals, pastorals, stage-plaies, and
such like other as thei have alreadie studied or here-
after shall use or studie, as well for the recreation of
our loving subjects, as for our solace and pleasure
when we shall thincke good to see them, during our
pleasure: and the said comedies, tragedies, histories,
enterludes, morals, pastorals, stage-plaies, and such
like, to shew and exercise publiquely to their best
commoditie, when the infection of the plague shall
decrease, as well within theire nowe usuall house
called the Globe, within our county of Surrey, as also
within anie towne-halls or moute-halls, or other con-
venient places within the liberties and freedom of any
other citie, universitie, toun, or boroughe whatsoever,
within our said realmes and dominions. Willing and
commanding you and everie of you, as you tender our
pleasure, not onlie to permit and suiFer them herein,
without any your letts, hindrances, or molestations,
during our pleasure, but also to be aiding or assistinge
to them if any wrong be to them offered, and to allow
them such former curtesies as hathe been given to men
of their place and quallitie; and also what farther fa-
vour you shall shew to theise our servaunts for our
sake, we shall take kindlie at your handes. In wit-
ness whereof, &c.

" Witness our selfe at Westminster, the nynteenth
daye of Maye.

" Per Breve de privato sigillo."

Having now, as concisely as I could, traced the
History  of the  English Stage,  from its first rude
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